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Parcham
Aadhaar Card Is Not
Proof Of Citizenship:
Calcutta HC
Aadhaar card is not a proof of
Indian citizenship, the Calcutta
High Court has ruled, while
rejecting a claim of citizenship on
the ground that the accused
possessed Aadhaar card. Justice
Joymalya Bagchi was considering
bail plea of a person who was booked under Section 14F of the Indian
Foreigners Act, who had contended that she is an Indian citizen and that
the Aadhaar card was issued in view of long residence of the petitioner in
the country. The court referred to provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted
Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act,
2016, and said that the Aadhaar card by itself shall not confer any right of
or be proof of, citizenship or domicile in respect of the holder thereto. The
court also held that the letter issued by the representative of the local
body as to the residence of the petitioner also does not, ipso facto, confer
citizenship on the petitioner. Rejecting the bail plea of the accused, the
court said materials collected during investigation prima facie showed
that the petitioner was a foreign national.

Government
Constitutes new
committee to review
"Arbitration
Mechanism" in India
The Union Ministry of Law and
Justice has constituted a High
Level Committee (HLC) to
review institutionalization of arbitration mechanism in India. The
committee will be headed by Justice B N Srikrishna, the retired Judge of
Supreme Court. It will look into various factors to accelerate arbitration
mechanism and strengthen the arbitration ecosystem in the country. It
will also examine specific issues and prepare roadmap required to make
“India a robust center for international and domestic arbitration.
Highlights of this committee are:
1.
Analyze and review effectiveness of present arbitration
mechanism in the country. Review facilities,
funding,
resources and manpower of existing Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR) institutions. Review working of the
institutions funded by the Central Government for arbitration
purposes.
2.
Assess skill gaps in ADR and allied institutions for both
national and international arbitration. Evaluate efficiency and
information outreach of existing legal framework for
arbitration.
3.
Identify amendments in laws that are needed to
encourage International Commercial Arbitration (ICA). Devise
an action plan for implementation of the law to ensure
speedier arbitrations. Advice empanelment of national and
international arbitrators for time bound arbitral proceedings.
4.
Suggest road map for further strengthening of R&D
impacting the domain Enlist requisite steps for augmenting
skill sets and professional manpower buildup for the sector.
Recommend measures to make arbitration more widely
available in curricula and study materials.

In India still 68%
Women
are Being Sexually
Harassed at
Workplace
In a recent survey conducted
by the Indian National Bar
Association on 5th January
2017, it was found that 68% victims of sexual harassment are being
harassed at their workplace. And due to certain fear they don't even
complain to authorities for such.

The survey, carried out over a period of seven months from April to
October, 2016, covering 6,047 people, of which 78 per cent were
females, who usually work for BPOs, IT industry, educational institutions,
legal department and hospitals. The survey included women from
various cities like Mumbai, Delhi, Bangalore, Pune, Assam, Jalandar,
Kolkata, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad and Lucknow.
Out of the total, 40% claimed of being sexually harassed at their
workplace, and 50% told that they were being harassed at social
networking sites, and further 42.2% of the victims complained of
undergoing stigma attached with the abuse. The survey further revealed
that the National Capital has become the most unpleasant city for female
workers, followed by Mumbai and Bengaluru.
The critical analysis of the survey by Netrika Consulting India Pvt.
Ltd. , includes several practical impediments in implementing various
provisions of the Act, such as lack of clarity in the definition of
“unorganized sector”, mechanism for identifying false complaints, no
budgetary allocations for the mandatory Internal Complaints Committee,
etc.
The report further includes the sexual abuse/ harassment/
assault law of the Country which have been designed in such a way that
they are exclusively for protecting women. The sections 354, 509 and
376 of the Indian Penal Code pertaining to sexual assault, outraging the
modesty of a woman, rape, eve teasing all presuppose that the victim can
only be a woman not a man. The 'Vishaka Guidelines' which aim to
prevent sexual harassment in workplace are also exclusive for women. It
is only under Indian Penal Code, Section 377, the wrong sexual
advancement on a man (sodomy) is recognized as an offence, other than
this section, there are no laws to punish a person for molesting a man.
In spite of the existence of codified laws to protect women, there
are so many cases of sexual harassment in India. This suggests that not
just legislations are enough, an effective participation from the public is
also equally important, for reducing crimes over woman and to equally
protect their rights.
The report hence advises an improved awareness of measures
available to the victims, training of the personnel, and modifications in the
existing laws to remedy the current situation.

Supreme Court:
Justice Jagdish Singh
Khehar Sworn in as
44th Chief Justice of
India
Senior most Judge of Supreme
Court Justice Jagdish Singh
Kheha as 44th Chief Justice of
India by President Pranab Mukherjee at a function at Rashtrapathi
Bhavan. He took over the top post from Justice TS Thakur. He would
remain in office from January 4, 2017 till August 4, 2017.
Justice Khehar assumed office as a Judge in the Supreme Court on
September 13, 2011. He led the constitution bench which held the NJAC
Act unconstitutional. He was a member of the Judges Inquiry Committee
for investigating the grounds on which the removal of Mr. Justice P.D.
Dinakaran, Chief Justice of the Karnataka High Court, has been sought.

All India Bar
Examination to be held
on 26th February 2017
The Bar Council of India (BCI)
declared that the All-India Bar
Examination (AIBE) to be held on
26th February, 2017. The registration has been started from 6th January,
2017. According to the Bar Council of India, the objective of the AIBE is to
examine an advocate's capability to practice the profession of law in
India. Those who pass the lawyers practice examination will be rewarded
with "Certificate of Practice" by the BCI.
The AIBE came into force and was passed by the Legal Education
Committee and members on 10th April, 2010.

ARTICLE
Winning article in the 'Virtual Extempore'
Organised by Lex Saturates on 27 November 2016

Demonitization in India
“Corruption and hypocrisy ought not to be inevitable products of
democracy, as they undoubtedly are today.”
– Mahatma Gandhi
In the simple terms Demonetization is the act of stripping a currency unit
of its status as legal tender. Demonetization is necessary whenever there
is a change of national currency. The old unit of currency must be retired
and replaced with a new currency unit.
This is in flood gates in every platform of media whether social, print or
electronic because it is the latest initiative taken by the BJP government
and is the initiative and the step to minimize the injury caused to the
Indian democracy and its citizen by the corruption trending in India.
Corruption is menace to the society. It acts like a slow poison to the
economy which is dissolving every aspect. And this step is much needed
from very long time as this tumour is killing the society.
As we already know that this is not the first time when the currency has
been demonetized in India. This strategy before was adopted by the
Reserve Bank of India in 1946 which banned Rs. 1000 and Rs. 10000
currency notes to deal in market. After demonetization, the Rs. 5000 note
was introduced in the year of 1954 which also could not survive in market
for longer time and was further demonetized again in 1978.
This action of the government will help as for now government is focused
to create a barrier to those who do not disclose all of their real assets and
are utilizing the money thus saved in the name of Indian citizen and are
buying properties in the countries where tax laws are not much strict. Also
the individuals use the black money to invest in the companies and in
other institutions available in various countries.
The initiative of the government to attack the corruption will be hard for
the people who are in possession of the black money and by banning Rs.
500 and Rs. 1000 notes the circulation of illegitimate money in economy
will reduce.
According to the economist the notes which have high value make it
much easier for black money to move around the country. The decision of
demonetization by the government will make it extremely difficult for the
law breakers and the corrupt, to carry out tax evasion, financial crime and
money laundering and if higher value currency notes will escape from the
economy, the corrupt individuals and companies have higher risk for
detection, especially to those who are committing tax fraud from very
long time and this will disrupt the business vision and models completely.
The application likewise depends vigorously on Indian authorities truly
handing over on the guarantee to make it simple for individuals to
transform their old currency into smaller denominations. After this, the
administration plans to reintroduce a new Rs. 500 currency notes, with
constrained circulation.
The real issue which revolves around this is the implementation process.
It is in itself a difficult task. India being one of the largest developing
countries has a very slow democratic system. Policy making is only half
way to the success, unless its implementation is in effect. In a country
where only 3%(approximately) of its population is tax payer, this will
further lower the burden on the government and those who were bearing
the tax burden due to inefficiency in the implementation of the tax
policies. But in the instant case to make this demonetization successful
Narendra Modi & his government is planning to carry out massive
operation over the next few months , as millions of Indian citizen would
make an attempt to exchange their old notes. The government would
ensure that the citizens of India are not troubled while in the process for
changing their old currency to the new one. This would surely give a
headache to public authorities as this could lead to increase in the burden
on the public officers and could even require more employees to carry out
the process related to the work throughout India.
This step would send some clear signals to those in possession of black
money that the new government won't let them sit comfortably and they
can't run away from their liabilities now. The government earlier this year
had given the ultimatum to those with possession of black money and
they were already given an opportunity to disclose their actual assets and
they can keep fifty per cent of it and the rest fifty per cent would go to the
government. Earlier this year the government had recovered thousands
of crores of black money which showed the impact of the new leadership
on its democracy.
After this process of demonetization the Indian government has just
confirmed that it won't let corruption in any way hamper the countries
development and progress in future. Also it will give mark to the election
to be held in Uttar Pradesh and in Punjab.
The demonetization has taken place also because Modi has promised
that he will bring all the black money back during his parliamentary

election in the year of 2014. Also it will give good signal to the investor
who are willing to invest in the country but cannot due to some
uncertainties or has no faith due to the corruption levels in India. And only
those companies will trade or will be willing to trade who are least corrupt,
after this action and this will also increase the Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) in the country.
But on other instance it has to be taken into consideration that most of the
black money is kept in the form of land, buildings, gold or kept abroad.
What is in cash constitutes only 4% of the total amount of black money on
which taxes are not being paid. Out of this, a lot of money is in circulation
in everyday transaction like if someone is building a house; the bill is not
paid through banks for sand, bricks etc. This money goes into the other
systems though it has been drawn from bank. These things will come
under control with this step.
Small farmers, sellers, merchants, daily wage labourers and traders are
suffering because of lack of proper planning, intelligence and foresight
such as recalibration of ATM machines. There was need to pile up
enough 100 Rupees notes and other smaller denomination notes in the
market before taking this step. It is being said by critics that this step was
taken only to bolster the image of the Prime Minister as he has been
unable to deliver on GDP growth, inflation and bringing the black money
from abroad.
The success of this policy as of now cannot be scaled as it totally
depends upon implementation process but what one can be sure about is
that this step would bring an huge amount of undisclosed assets into
picture which could further be used by the government to fight against the
main issues such as poverty and lack of good healthcare system. So far,
it can be said that this is a historical step and should be supported by all.
One should look at the bigger picture which will definitely fetch results in
the long term. This is what the people have been asking for a long time
which has finally happened.
The government has initiated a war against corruption and black money
but this must be treated as the beginning and further steps should be
taken to stop generation of black money and the need to do so. Only then
will this decision of demonetising high denomination currency hold the
significance the government has intended it to.
-Ujjawal Tiwari
rd
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Second Scorpene Class Submarine INS Khanderi Launched
INS Khanderi, the second Scorpene class submarine, named after
Island Fort of Chatrapati Shivaji. The submarine was launched at the
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) in Mumbai, Maharashtra.
th
14 Pravasi Bhartiya Divas Celebrated in Bengaluru
th
The Pravasi Bhartiya Divas celebrated on 9 Jan every year, in the
light of the return of Mahatma Gandhi to India from South Africa. This
it was celebrated in Bengaluru, with the “Redefining Engagement
with the Indian Diaspora” with Dr. Antonion Costa, PM of the Republic
of Portuga as the Chief Guest.
UK to be the First Country to Recognize Parkour as a Sport
Parkour, a game involving urban acrobats, which has originated in
France and usually played by the youth, in now an official sports in
UK, i.e. it will get all the benefits and state consultation, and could also
be included in the academic syllabus.
The TATA Sons Gets a New Chairman
After a unanimous decision of the Board, N Chandeasekaran was
appointed as the new chairman of TATA Sons following Cyrus Mistry.
With the elevation of N Chandrasekaran, TCS appointed Rajesh
Gopinathan as CEO and Managing Director of the company.
Cristiano Ronaldo the Best Player for FIFA 2016
The awards were announced at the inaugural event held in Zurich,
Switzerland. The awards distributed were:
Best FIFA Women's Player: Carli Lloydll (US)
Best FIFA Men's Coach: Claudio Ranieri (Italy)
Best FIFA Women's Coach: Silvia Neid (Germany).
FIFA Puskas Award: Mohd Faiz Subri (Malaysia).
FIFA Fair Play Award: Atletico Nacional
FIFA Award for an Outstanding Career: Falcao (Brazil).
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